
The holiday season is in full 
swing in Chicago, and after a disap-
pointing (but necessary) delay 
due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, many of the city’s most 
celebrated performers and venues 
will host holiday-themed concerts 
and events. While big-time events 
like the Do-It-Yourself Messiah 
still bring in crowds, many emerg-
ing and burgeoning local acts have 
begun to carve out a spot in the 
city’s eclectic and expansive live 
music scene. Here are some of our 
favorite events taking place this 
holiday season.

Twisted XMas
Many local radio stations kick 

off the holiday season with major 
concerts featuring some of today’s 
best acts, and Q101’s annual 
Twisted XMas is no exception. 
While the Dec. 9 show, which 

features popular British rock band 
The 1975, is already sold out, we’re 
more excited for the earlier line-
ups. On Dec. 6, check out home-
town heroes Beach Bunny as they 
play with Portugal. The Man and 
smooth electronic duo Bob Moses. 
Two days later, listeners can return 
to the ballroom for a concert 
featuring the recently Gram-
my-nominated band Wet Leg and 
the iconic Jack White. It might not 
be your traditional idea of a holiday 
concert, but it’s still a fun way to 
rock out as the bitter cold settles in.

7 p.m. Dec. 6, 8 and 9, at Byline 
Bank Aragon Ballroom, 1106 W. 
Lawrence Ave.; tickets $51.50-
$89.50, 17+. More information at 
q101.com/twistedxmas/ 

Andrew Bird
Although Andrew Bird’s Gezel-

ligheid shows could be seen last 
year as part of a livestream from 
Los Angeles, the annual holiday 
concert series makes its rightful 
return to Chicago’s Fourth Pres-
byterian Church this December 
after a pandemic delay. Three of 
the dates that are part of this year’s 
five-night residency have already 

sold out, but there is a limited 
amount of tickets still available 
for fans interested in Bird’s warm, 
eclectic welcome to the winter 
season. Audiences should expect 
his signature instrumental violin 
pieces in addition to a selection 
of holiday tunes and maybe 
even brand new music from 
his recently 
released 
album, 
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Alicia Kaori plays Maria in Paramount Theatre’s holiday season production of “The Sound of Music.” LIZ LAUREN PHOTOS

ARTS & LIVING

By Chris Jones 
Chicago Tribune

If, like me, you see the great 
Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musicals as national treasures to 
be loved by young and old and 
protected for generations to come, 
the beautiful, deeply emotional 
new holiday production of the 
iconic title “The Sound of Music” 
at the Paramount Theatre in 
Aurora will fill you with a warm 
glow.

Paramount, as I have said many 
times before, is in a suburban 
class of its own when it comes to 
bespoke productions of family 
musicals, a consequence of the 
quality and scope of its produc-
tion values, its remarkable level 
of consistency, its commitment to 
large acoustic orchestras (there 
are 17 players in the pit) and, of 
course, the beauty of its historic 
venue. Jeffrey D. Kmiec, the gifted 
designer bringing the Austrian Alps 
to Aurora, clearly understands that 
last point: his spectacular postcard 
rendition of the friendly moun-
tains and protective abbey feels 
like a continuation of the Venetian 
aesthetic of this art-deco, Rapp and 
Rapp-designed venue, the crown 
jewel of Aurora’s downtown.

But Amber Mak’s production 
hardly feels stuck in some tradi-
tionalist rut. It’s far too energetic 
and alive for that.

Alicia Kaori’s inquisitive, search-
ing Maria bounces around the hills 
and the cloisters, joining the von 
Trapp children like she is merely 

the oldest member thereof. She’s 
extraordinarily fun to watch: 
charming, vulnerable, tuneful and, 
most importantly, present. She’s 
a fabulous contrast with Christo-
pher Kale Jones’ chilly Captain von 
Trapp: Jones, a highly experienced 
vocalist, plays the naval dissenter 
as wound tight from past trauma. 
That’s not atypical, but the length 

of the personal journey that Mak 
and Jones set up in order for the 
man to return to ethical humanity 
is atypically lengthy, adding depth 
to the whole affair, or rather court-
ship.

It’s part of the magic of this 
particular musical (which has 
a book by Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse) that the audience 

immediately and intensely pulls 
for the relationship to work and in 
order for that to happen, you have 
to believe that the kids will be safe 
and happy (you do) and that this 
militaristic man has sufficiently 
changed his ways so that he won’t 
ever stifle Maria’s freedom and 

REVIEW  ‘THE SOUND OF MUSIC’ ★★★★

A perfect holiday outing

Milla Liss as Brigitta, from left, Gage Richey as Friedrich, Julia Aragon as Liesl, Alicia Kaori as Maria, Savannah Lumar as 
Marta, Maddie Morgan as Louisa and Ezekiel Ruiz as Kurt in Paramount Theatre’s production of “The Sound of Music.”
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Dear Amy: At the begin-
ning of the pandemic, 
my husband and I moved 
across the country.

Our adult son was 
laid off because of the 
pandemic and strug-
gled with depression. We 
decided to invite him to 
move with us to help him 
get on his feet again.

It took him a while to get 
a part-time job, and now he 
was finally hired full time. 
We are very happy for him.

However, he gets upset 
when the subject of having 
him move out comes up.

He tells us that because 
of his depression he is 
afraid to live on his own 
and needs to have family 
around. He is already 
on antidepressants, but 
doesn’t follow through 
with seeking counseling.

We are getting close to 
retirement and don’t want 
to have children living 
with us when we do retire.

We also have a younger 
son who is living with 
us and attending a local 
university. 

We are fine with helping 
him out until he graduates.

We just don’t know how 
to help our oldest son get 
to a place where he can 
live independently. What 
would you suggest?

— Concerned

Dear Concerned: You 
should take this in careful 
stages. The message to 
your elder son should be, 
“Our goal is for both of our 
sons to live independently 
and to develop rewarding 
pursuits and relationships. 
We’ll help you get there.”

Your elder son has 
already made great strides 
— he moved across the 
country and is now working 
full time. That’s huge. He is 
being honest regarding the 
impact of his depression, 

but he may also be using his 
depression as a crutch.

The pandemic has 
proved a serious setback 
for many young adults.

According to a study 
published by the Pew 
Research Center, “at the 
height of the pandemic, 
more people under 30 
were living with their 
parents than were living 
on their own … the high-
est percentage since the 
great depression.” Many of 
these young adults are now 
struggling to relaunch.

Your son is not alone. 
His depression is certainly 
a factor, but — he’s also 
nervous about undertaking 
a big change.

He should be seeing a 
therapist. You could start 
with therapy on your own 
and invite him to join 
you and your husband, 
with the goal to discuss 
how he is managing his 
disease, including the chal-
lenges he anticipates, and 
ways you can be helpful 
(perhaps with him living 
nearby, for instance).

The National Alliance 
on Mental Illness is an 
invaluable resource. Check 
their “family members and 
caregivers” page for ideas 
and professional and peer 
support (NAMI.org).

Dear Amy: We have a 
growing homeless popu-
lation in our city. I under-
stand the causes and feel a 
great deal of compassion 
for the difficulties that they 
face as individuals.

Where I struggle is how 
to respond when asked for 
money — often it is very 
uncomfortable.

I can easily afford to give 
out a few dollars, but is this 
the right thing to do? What 
is the best way we can help 
as individuals?

— John

Dear John: I don’t believe 
there is any defini-
tive answer. Because 
you are both aware and 
concerned, you could do 
a lot of good by helping 
organizations that help the 
homeless through finan-
cial support and/or volun-
teering.

Instead of cash, some 
people give out socks, 
gloves or gift cards for 
small amounts to be 
redeemed for food.

I think the one import-
ant thing is to look some-
one in the eye and at least 
recognize their humanity, 
even if you choose not to 
give to them that day.

Dear Amy: “New Job, 
New Me” had previously 
worked for a well-known 
company, and didn’t know 
how to respond to new 
co-workers’ curiosity 
about the previous job.

I worked for a prom-
inent New York City 
socialite who was married 
to a powerful man. After 
I left and was job-hunt-
ing, everyone I met with 
wanted to know what she 
was like. I avoided those 
questions by saying I had 
signed a confidentiality 
agreement (which I had) 
and was not at liberty to 
answer their questions.

That usually stopped 
the questions. “New Job, 
New Me” might try that 
excuse.

— I’m Not Talking

Dear Not Talking: Good 
advice. (I’ve now spent the 
last several days trying to 
guess the identity of your 
previous employer.)

Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 

Depressed son reluctant to live on his own
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“Inside Problems.”
8 p.m. Dec. 8-9 and Dec. 

12-16 at Fourth Presbyterian 
Church, 126 E. Chestnut St.; 
tickets: $56-$61, all ages. 
More information at metro-
chicago.com 

Hollyy-Days
If you’re looking for 

a more low-key holiday 
experience, head to Avon-
dale for Hollyy-Days. After 
a successful first edition 
last year, local retro-soul 
band Hollyy returns to 
Sleeping Village to head-
line this chill, accessi-
ble concert. This year’s 
lineup features soulful pop 
singer Ryan Hadarah (who 
sounds like the second 
coming of Nico) and Aunt 
Kelly.

9 p.m. Dec. 15 at Sleeping 
Village, 3734 W. Belmont 
Ave.; tickets $15-$18, 21+. 
More information at sleep-
ing-village.com 

Mariachi 
Herencia de 
México: A Very 
Merry Christmas 
Concert

Expect an evening 
of good cheer and joy 
during this multi-night, 
multivenue event featur-

ing Mariachi Herencia 
de México. This Chica-
go-based group has gained 
an international follow-
ing after the release of a 
series of popular albums, 
including 2017’s “Nuestra 
Herencia,” 2018’s “Heren-
cia de la Tierra Mía” and 
2022’s “Herederos.” During 
this special show at the Old 
Town School of Folk Music 
and Pilsen’s Thalia Hall, 
the group will perform a 

selection of family-friendly 
Mexican and American 
holiday classics, including 
their popular rendition of 
“It’s the Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year.”

7 p.m. Dec. 16; 2 p.m., 5 
p.m. and 8 p.m. Dec. 17 at 
the Old Town School of Folk 
Music, 4544 N. Lincoln 
Ave.; tickets $33-$35, all 
ages. More information at 
oldtownschool.org

7 p.m. Dec. 18 at Thalia 

Hall, 1807 S. Allport St.; tick-
ets $35, all ages. More infor-
mation at thaliahallchicago.
com/shows 

Candlelight: 
Holiday Jazz and 
Soul Classics feat. 
Ella Fitzgerald

Fever’s original Candle-
light concert series — which 

has featured the music of 
artists like Beyonce and 
ABBA — has been among 
the city’s most underrated 
events for months. And now 
they bring the intimate series 
to the holiday season. This 
year’s lineup features a vari-
ety of genre-driven shows, 
but we are especially excited 
for the Holiday Jazz and 
Soul Classics lineup. This 
hourlong set will include 
celebrated songs like John 

Coltrane’s version of “My 
Favorite Things,” Donny 
Hathaway’s “This Christ-
mas” and two selections by 
Ella Fitzgerald performed by 
PureSoul Chicago.

7 p.m. and 9:15 p.m. Dec. 
22 at Salvage One, 1840 
W. Hubbard St.; tickets: 
$35-$75, 8+. More informa-
tion at feverup.com 

Britt Julious is a freelance 
critic.
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Mariachi Herencia de México. COURTESY

From news services

Gladys Knight recalls 
Christmas as more than a 
family affair when she was 
growing up in Atlanta.

“Because Mom and Dad 
were the way they were, 
they would just embrace 
all the kids in the neigh-
borhood,” said the singer. 
Many of the children 
were in the same church 
choir, and “we were just so 
excited about the music.”

She counts “O Holy 
Night” as a favorite Christ-
mas song. The best child-
hood gift she received? A 
blue and silver bicycle.

Knight will be celebrat-
ing the holiday on screen 
in the TV movie “I’m Glad 
It’s Christmas,” airing 
Saturday on Great Amer-
ican Family. Knight plays 
matchmaker Cora, who 
wants to bring together 
a salesclerk dreaming of 
Broadway fame (Jessica 
Lowndes) and a song-
writer (Paul Greene) for 
a small town’s Christmas 
concert.

Knight said she and 
husband William McDow-
ell expect their North 
Carolina home to be 
packed as usual this 
Christmas, given their 
large brood of grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren.

Khan tells stories in Apple 
series: Chaka Khan wants 
people to walk with her 
while she tells inspi-
rational stories. Apple 
announced Monday that 
the Grammy winner is 
taking part in an audio 
experience called Time 
to Walk, a series designed 
to help people walk more 
often.

In the episode, Khan 
reflects on her upbringing 
in Chicago, how she found 
her better self in Europe, 
learning the music busi-
ness and the importance 
of friendships. It features 
songs such as Khan’s 
“Woman Like Me,” Joni 
Mitchell’s “California” and 
Mile Davis’ “Tomaas.”

“Don’t take every-
thing so fricking seriously 
because it’s not,” Khan said 
during her episode. 

Khan is among the 
nearly 70 high-profile 
guests who have shared 
their stories through 
photos and music with 
Fitness+ users. The series 
can be heard on iPhone 
and Apple Watch.

Guitarist Johnson dies: 
Wilko Johnson, the guitar-
ist with British blues-rock 
band Dr. Feelgood who 
had an unexpected career 
renaissance after being 
diagnosed with terminal 
cancer, has died at age 75. A 
statement posted Wednes-
day on Johnson’s official 
social media accounts on 
behalf of his family said the 
musician died Monday at 
his England home.

Johnson helped give 
Dr. Feelgood a danger-
ous edge with his choppy, 
relentless guitar style and 
thousand-yard glare. He 
went on to perform with 

Ian Dury’s band, the Block-
heads.

In 2012, Johnson was 
diagnosed with pancre-
atic cancer and was told it 
was terminal. The pros-
pect of death unexpectedly 
revived his creative ener-
gies. He went on tour and 
recorded a “final” album, 
“Going Back Home,” with 
Roger Daltrey of The Who.

Johnson announced 
he was cancer-free in 
2014. He released another 
album, “Blow Your Mind,” 
in 2018, and played gigs 
with his Wilko Johnson 
Band until last month.

Nov. 24 birthdays: Drum-
mer Pete Best is 81. Actor 
Billy Connolly is 80. Actor 
Dwight Schultz is 75. 
Drummer Clem Burke is 
68. Musician Terry Lewis 
is 66. Actor Denise Crosby 
is 65. Actor Garret Dilla-
hunt is 58. Actor Lola 
Glaudini is 51. Actor Colin 
Hanks is 45. Actor Kather-
ine Heigl is 44. Actor Sarah 
Hyland is 32.

CELEBRITIES

Knight to star in TV holiday movie

Singer Gladys Knight is celebrating the holidays in the movie 
“I’m Glad It’s Christmas.” JASON MENDEZ/INVISION 2021

spark. And, indeed, that 
feels like the case here.

Mak has found a terrific 
group of singing von 
Trapps, led by the vocally 
accomplished Julia Aragon 
as Liesl, and the longtime 
Chicago musical star Susan 
Moniz, who I’ve enjoyed 
watching for decades, is on 
hand as the Mother Abess, 
the matriarch and moral 
guide star of the story. 
She knocks it out of the 
Alps, so to speak. And for 
a contrasting note of expe-
dient cynicism, there is the 
old pro Stephen Schell-
hardt as the amoral Max 
Detweiler.

Ever since I saw Tom 

Stoppard’s luminescent 
“Leopoldstadt” on Broad-
way this fall, a play that 
argues vociferously that 
Austrians did far less than 
generally believed to stop 
the Nazis and the Holo-
caust, I’ve been thinking a 
lot about how much “The 
Sound of Music” both 
promoted and sanitized 
Austria’s post-Anschluss 
image of mountain purity, 
as typified by Maria and 
the nuns, not to mention 
the handsomely patriotic 
von Trapp. Most Amer-
icans’ view of Austrian 
behavior during the war 
is colored by this postwar 
show, edelweiss, favor-
ite things and all. It has 
been even more influential 
than most people realize; 
throughout the latter years 

of the 20th century, and 
now beyond, it has been 
like a singing commercial 
for the Austrian tourist 
board.

Musicals, of course, are 
not charged with historical 
accuracy, although Mak’s 
strikingly joyful show, to 
its great credit, still doesn’t 
run away from the darker 
themes of the second act, 
as some recent productions 
have. Traditional musi-
cals like this one typically 
reflect people trying their 
best in difficult circum-
stances and strive to leave 
audiences with more hope 
that humans can find the 
courage to follow their 
hearts and make brave 
choices.

That’s exactly what this 
production, a perfect holi-

day outing, makes you feel.
One final note: The 

populist Paramount does 
not indulge in Taylor 
Swift-style variable pric-
ing. Even on peak holi-
day nights this season, 
you will find reasonable, 
family-friendly prices for a 
show of this epic scale and 
rich quality.

When: Through Jan. 15, 2023
Where: Paramount Theatre, 
23 E. Galena Blvd., Aurora
Running time: 2 hours, 40 
minutes
Tickets: $38-$79 at 
(630) 896-6666 or 
paramountaurora.com

Chris Jones is a Tribune 
critic. 
cjones5@chicagotribune 
.com
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Alicia Kaori, left, plays Maria and Susan Moniz is The Mother 
Abbess in Paramount Theatre’s holiday season production, 
“The Sound of Music.” LIZ LAUREN
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