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Review: Sparkling ‘Beauty and the Beast’ shows how Paramount
Theatre has helped transform Aurora
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Downtown Aurora in 2019 can be a beauty. The same few blocks in the 1990s always were a beast. And it is

mostly the Paramount Theatre that has sparked the transformation.

The evidence was everywhere on Friday night as I walked from the train station. Holidays lights were being

switched on. Dress rehearsals were taking place inside Amy Morton’s swish new restaurant, Stolp Island

Social, attached to the theater. Families filled sidewalks that were empty for years. Cars honked and cops

directed crowds. And girls in princess dresses were ubiquitous.

Paul-Jordan Jansen as Beast in "Beauty and the Beast" at Paramount Theatre in Aurora. (Liz Lauren Photo)
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You really have to see director Amber Mak’s conventional but nonetheless spectacular new production of

Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast” in that context. The Paramount’s homegrown series of musicals, which have

been very successful, has as its calling card family-friendly entertainment. No theater has focused so

rigorously on the desires of its audience. This means programing that might not make for the most exciting

or revelatory evenings for critics like me (I’ve heard Belle say “Bonjour!” and seen that nasty hairy beastie

change into a dazed-but-handsome dude enough times to make my head spin), but that overachieves when it

comes to the big night out. The Paramount attracts folks who need the comfort of a familiar title because

they just want the guarantee of spending some quality (and affordable) time with those they love. And if

anyone tells you there is anything wrong with that, they don’t understand how a lifelong love of the arts

almost always begins that way.

Thus this review was, you might argue, somewhat compromised by the close proximity of some young

theater-goers whose mouths fell open often at Jeffrey D. Kmiec’s fairytale design. Kmiec’s work here is really

something; it’s far enough away from the original concept to feel fresh but not so radical as to fight the

structure of the show. It’s more classy than cartoony. And, best of all, Kmiec layers his goodies. At one point,

the royalty in my row went gaga for a shimmering chandelier that Kmiec flies in just before the romantic

couple have the big date that so enthralls Chip (Aaliyah Montana at opening) only for Mrs Potts (Jennie
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couple have the big date that so enthralls Chip (Aaliyah Montana, at opening), only for Mrs. Potts (Jennie

Sophia) to stick him back in the cupboard.

Privacy  - Terms

SPONSORED CONTENT

 Subscribers, get Chicago's top newsletter   Sign up for Daywatch

https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=0f211962-e72a-4e92-b32c-61af899e1f3d&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAA2-4QA&ntv_fl=W709aehwIFNdR12IgPA5sxefXl8P7AzFzXzfi43tO3nbWJy7rXSIIghjq2x7cfttOFEuxXIeeVjkGUovRXCfo5cSo4XJ426evCSVmekQTq3MxY3Xwme4ceQCVgu1Tg4OgqeUE6OYpk-ypj3pi15zlL0zHqusGMxqj3MRTn2x2nJg4KwjoSkUknPw1ba-_fMekdvkIb3ywlSuMSPzi7uU8cP59K89lSkFf_WBQ1dsY1SpADomZdSRcZgoI0klqmibFPI2ZfHorKd5Dqdis1JXiMrp4EzqzI9lLKc4rHZr9OJYY0LHkvp8f2PvApuRgIobfw7nM5mz4s_lGrLuboQYLeni3TxwslJSgav-jM7I7tLg6lv143U5_y05vvvINOSH3Q8ShNiYJRYU_1KQq7k1GQp6LCoBwZqAOhaOlX081FtN6WpJ43Lr9O0jAGkA3qS2DjDPcZD7t4ZIFoAMewI93p6XQEaJ316nB-ZJiDrVMlirsW-nxU-bOUeaNn-QaQEvXt2yQQsmIOePLIlGT7meUb-Lfn2m0wFCtQR9jSQkrQGwCryxfu_F8QF8JCZljbOn_bt_EQ-cnnaewX7pnom6TWOe8l15E7YyUWSS2rXTATL52L3VAf2vMkMtaZgBu8ij&ord=-1937446701&ntv_ht=t5YjYwA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=14d0fed3-2065-464f-a693-dedd5b97e86f&ag=owjlsm2&sfe=155b16b7&sig=at9chvRNZ6sYUPHlkZvObAOG7pgY-hWURuzsXvlFyI0.&crid=6tl1e53a&cf=3706459&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.chicagotribune.com&rcats=y29,7sp&mste=&mfld=4&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=nativo&uhow=112&agsa=&wp=1.0266&rgz=60506&dt=PC&osf=OSX&os=Other&br=Chrome&svpid=4720&rlangs=01&mlang=&did=&rcxt=Other&tmpc=27.090000000000032&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&c=Cg1Vbml0ZWQgU3RhdGVzEghJbGxpbm9pcxoDNjAyIgZBdXJvcmE4AVABeACAAQGIAQOQAQGwAQC6AQUIoh4YCA..&dur=CiMKDmNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMTIzIhEIhf__________ARIEaWF2MgpECiljaGFyZ2UtYWxsRGlzcGxheVZpZXdhYmlsaXR5QmlkQWRqdXN0bWVudCIXCJr__________wESCnEtYWxsaWFuY2UKIQoHcmx0Y3IyNhCtFCITCIuZrXgSDGRyMTNkc3RseXRyawowCgxjaGFyZ2UtYWxsLTEiIAj___________8BEhN0dGRfZGF0YV9leGNsdXNpb25zEK0U&durs=gSRMxZ&crrelr=&npt=2&mk=Apple&mdl=Chrome%20-%20OS%20X&ipl=1109723&fpa=798&pcm=3&ict=Unknown&said=c6ef65b0-04f8-4bd7-8668-ac29d683e673&auct=1&tail=1&r=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N1395.284566THETRADEDESK/B22602652.342259397;dc_trk_aid=534202617;dc_trk_cid=175438031;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=0f211962-e72a-4e92-b32c-61af899e1f3d&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAA2-4QA&ntv_fl=W709aehwIFNdR12IgPA5sxefXl8P7AzFzXzfi43tO3nbWJy7rXSIIghjq2x7cfttOFEuxXIeeVjkGUovRXCfo5cSo4XJ426evCSVmekQTq3MxY3Xwme4ceQCVgu1Tg4OgqeUE6OYpk-ypj3pi15zlL0zHqusGMxqj3MRTn2x2nJg4KwjoSkUknPw1ba-_fMekdvkIb3ywlSuMSPzi7uU8cP59K89lSkFf_WBQ1dsY1SpADomZdSRcZgoI0klqmibFPI2ZfHorKd5Dqdis1JXiMrp4EzqzI9lLKc4rHZr9OJYY0LHkvp8f2PvApuRgIobfw7nM5mz4s_lGrLuboQYLeni3TxwslJSgav-jM7I7tLg6lv143U5_y05vvvINOSH3Q8ShNiYJRYU_1KQq7k1GQp6LCoBwZqAOhaOlX081FtN6WpJ43Lr9O0jAGkA3qS2DjDPcZD7t4ZIFoAMewI93p6XQEaJ316nB-ZJiDrVMlirsW-nxU-bOUeaNn-QaQEvXt2yQQsmIOePLIlGT7meUb-Lfn2m0wFCtQR9jSQkrQGwCryxfu_F8QF8JCZljbOn_bt_EQ-cnnaewX7pnom6TWOe8l15E7YyUWSS2rXTATL52L3VAf2vMkMtaZgBu8ij&ord=-1937446701&ntv_ht=t5YjYwA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=14d0fed3-2065-464f-a693-dedd5b97e86f&ag=owjlsm2&sfe=155b16b7&sig=at9chvRNZ6sYUPHlkZvObAOG7pgY-hWURuzsXvlFyI0.&crid=6tl1e53a&cf=3706459&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.chicagotribune.com&rcats=y29,7sp&mste=&mfld=4&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=nativo&uhow=112&agsa=&wp=1.0266&rgz=60506&dt=PC&osf=OSX&os=Other&br=Chrome&svpid=4720&rlangs=01&mlang=&did=&rcxt=Other&tmpc=27.090000000000032&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&c=Cg1Vbml0ZWQgU3RhdGVzEghJbGxpbm9pcxoDNjAyIgZBdXJvcmE4AVABeACAAQGIAQOQAQGwAQC6AQUIoh4YCA..&dur=CiMKDmNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMTIzIhEIhf__________ARIEaWF2MgpECiljaGFyZ2UtYWxsRGlzcGxheVZpZXdhYmlsaXR5QmlkQWRqdXN0bWVudCIXCJr__________wESCnEtYWxsaWFuY2UKIQoHcmx0Y3IyNhCtFCITCIuZrXgSDGRyMTNkc3RseXRyawowCgxjaGFyZ2UtYWxsLTEiIAj___________8BEhN0dGRfZGF0YV9leGNsdXNpb25zEK0U&durs=gSRMxZ&crrelr=&npt=2&mk=Apple&mdl=Chrome%20-%20OS%20X&ipl=1109723&fpa=798&pcm=3&ict=Unknown&said=c6ef65b0-04f8-4bd7-8668-ac29d683e673&auct=1&tail=1&r=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N1395.284566THETRADEDESK/B22602652.342259397;dc_trk_aid=534202617;dc_trk_cid=175438031;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=
https://membership.chicagotribune.com/newsletters/subscribe/lid/1a79961b-e2e4-4b89-ad70-bf25a8f01cfa#int=toaster_digital_popnl_daywatch_


9/15/22, 4:19 PM REVIEW: Gorgeous "Beauty and the Beast" at the Paramount Theatre in Aurora

https://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/theater/reviews/ct-ent-beauty-beast-paramount-review-1125-20191124-yqpvxb2svreevfgmdssbvnyyzm-story.html 6/17

And Kmiec and the lighting designer, Jesse Klug, have baked scores of shimmering diodes into pretty much

every wall and staircase, allowing his beastland to sparkle like Cinderella’s castle. No need for all the hassle

of Orlando. That, friends, is giving people what they came to see, and without busting their budgets for

presents.

Paramount’s “Beauty” is far and away the biggest local staging of this show and, to date, far and away the

best, thanks to be some very experienced artists in its cast. It is beautifully sung, especially by Emmett

O’Hanlon, who plays Gaston, and Paul-Jordan Jansen, who plays the prince; I was tickled how dazed and

confused Jansen appeared after his infamous reinvention, avoiding the climactic preening of so many beasts

of my prior acquaintance.

But what matters most is the heartfelt tone of the show, which some productions have gotten spectacularly

wrong. Not only is Beth Stafford Laird all-in, all night, but the scenes between her Belle and her pops (Ron

Rains) are very touching, as is old Cogsworth (George Keating), realizing with his old pal Lumiere (Jackson

Evans) that his worst fears have not come true. The princess-dress crowd probably won’t get that, and let’s

hope they don’t for years to come, but their parents will.
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Beth Stafford Laird and Paul-Jordan Jansen in "Beauty and the Beast" at Paramount Theatre in Aurora. (Liz Lauren photo)

Chris Jones is a Tribune critic.

cjones5@chicagotribune.com

Review: “Beauty & The Beast” (3.5 stars)

When: Through Jan. 19

Where: Paramount Theatre, 23 E. Galena Blvd.

Running time: 2 hours, 40 minutes

Tickets: $36-$77 at 630-896-6666 or www.paramountaurora.com
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The Chicago Tribune may earn a commission on tickets purchased through these links, at no additional cost to you.
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9/15/22, 4:19 PM REVIEW: Gorgeous "Beauty and the Beast" at the Paramount Theatre in Aurora
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